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A publication of

Do you recall the banners “Heroes Work Here” 
that were placed in front of businesses 

during COVID? We had some of these banners placed 
in front of our own communities. As I hear story 
after story of what our co-workers and residents are 
overcoming daily, I am reminded that the events that 
require heroic efforts reach far beyond COVID. I will 
share just a couple stories without sharing specific 
names.

One of our co-workers has a husband who is 
battling cancer. It is a serious situation which requires 
her to provide care to him, help manage doctor 
appointments and manage the family farm. She is at 
his side throughout the ups and downs of this awful 
illness. She is an up-close witness of his suffering. 
Sure, there are days she cannot be at work, but she 
finds a way to be both a caregiver at home and serve 
in a vital role at Homewood. She is surrounded by a 
family of co-workers who pray and care for her. They 
too are undertaking heroic efforts to support her.

We have another co-worker who experienced 
serious burns to her lower body in an accident at 
her home. The injury required skin grafts and a long 
recovery. Within a few short days, at her insistence,  

she was right back 
to work! I will 
never forget her 
optimism when I called her shortly after the incident. 

Some may ask why so many of our co-workers, 
who are facing tremendous hardships, continue to 
serve so faithfully at Homewood. The answer is pretty 
simple: They love our residents and each other. 

Many of our residents are also living heroically. 
Some have experienced serious illness and others, 
the loss of a spouse or loved one. Yet, they press 
on serving and supporting others. They set a great 
example for the rest of us.

I am reminded of the words of Christ, “Love one 
another, even as I have loved you.”  The story of 
Christ’s love for us and His suffering on our behalf is 
exemplified by so many in our organization.  

Homewood is a collection of communities filled 
with people living heroically every day. For many 
of us, Christ has set the example and gives us the 
strength to face our personal hardships and love 
others at the same time. What a joy it is to be part of 
the Homewood family. 

Humility and service are two words that come to mind when 
describing Peggy Whittington Lingenfelter and add one more:  

hospitality. 
Peggy has had a lifetime of service to others, both in her career 

and in her personal life, but has done so in a quiet way, not seeking 
credit for herself. She has the spiritual gift of hospitality. Her door is 
always open, and she comes to every event with homemade cookies 
or a craft, something that she has taken the time to make especially for 
you. Some wonder when she sleeps or sits down!  

Homewood at Martinsburg has benefited greatly by having Peggy 
as a resident. She came to a cottage in 2004 after she lost her husband, 
Buddy. Buddy was a hard worker and had a servant’s heart, just like 
Peggy.

“He was always helping neighbors and friends with their building 
projects,” Peggy said. When she sold their home on the Eastern Shore 
of Maryland, Buddy had a garage full of tools and wood-working 
equipment. When Peggy learned that Homewood was building a 
wood shop to enhance the community, she knew what to do.

“Buddy would have wanted to donate his tools to share with 
others.” In his memory and honor, the wood shop was named “Buddy’s 

Continued on next page

About the Cover:  Martinsburg residents John 
and Audrey Bonebreak were voted King and 
Queen of the Prom. Read the full story inside.



My journey to Homewood was rather unlikely. 
I first came to Homewood in 1996 — for 

those counting, that’s 27 years ago! 
I had begun my working career in the newsroom 

at The Journal in Martinsburg, West Virgina. I was 
fresh out of Ohio University with a bachelor’s degree 
in Journalism. I had taken advice from my Dad, also a 
proud Ohio journalism graduate. He told me to learn 
to write and you can take those skills anywhere you 
want to go.

So after nine years in the newsroom as a reporter 
and editor — covering everything from drug busts to 
school boards to small town politics — I saw an ad for 
a “publications manager” at Homewood and applied 
for the job.

To my great surprise, they chose me for the 
position.

What I found at Homewood was a friendly and 
welcoming group of people — quite a change from 
the sometimes jaded atmosphere of a newsroom. 
I was in awe of the knowledge and dedication of 
my new co-workers, as well as the beauty, at each 
Homewood community. The kindness and caring of 
everyone I met — that in turn was extended to me — 
was, again, quite a change. I was thrilled that I could 
use my skills — writing, editing, photography, design 
— to support Homewood’s mission, residents and 
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Wood Shop”. It also represented a symbol of the 
fellowship and loyalty that is to be shared when 
working in Buddy’s Wood Shop.

Peggy’s support of the wood shop continues 
today. She still gives monetarily and in service by  
documenting all the exciting projects completed by 
taking pictures for photo albums.  

Peggy’s roots are in southwestern Pennsylvania. 
She graduated from Hollidaysburg High School in 
1958; then furthered her education by attending 
Humbold Institute in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and 
Temple Business School. Later she attended the 
University of the District of Columbia.

Her civil service career began in the Department 
of the Navy, where she monitored classified files (top 
secret) for the Supplies and Accounts Division, US 
Navy Department. It was not long before the National 
Institutes of Health recognized her management 
skills and promoted her through many different 
departments with increasing responsibilities.

The last 13 years of her career were spent at 
the NIH in Bethesda processing clinical trials. She 
interacted with high-level researchers from all over 
the world, coordinating meetings, travel, lodging for 
families and staff, and processed grant applications 
for research at universities and research institutions. 
It was meaningful and challenging work. In 1995, she 
retired after 37 years of government service.  

She and Buddy were world-wide travelers. They 
visited Mexico, Greece, Spain, Portugal, Australia, 
England, Scotland and Wales, Ireland, the Caribbean, 
and made many trips from Florida to Maine. But 
two years after retirement, Buddy received a cancer 
diagnosis.

He fought valiantly for four years, even 
participating in a clinical trial at the NIH. In 2001, 
he passed, and Peggy was alone for the first time. 
She realized she needed to make some long-range 
plans. When she learned there was a Homewood in 
Martinsburg, she visited.

co-workers. I remember telling my husband after just 
the first few days on the job that I had definitely made 
the right move.

So I began writing and editing this publication 
— something I still do today — as well as other 
projects. Along the way, my responsibilities and 
job title have changed. As Homewood’s executive 
assistant, I take care of administrative duties for our 
senior mangement team, planning the many board 
meetings that are held each year. I’m responsible 
for the board meeting minutes, and keeping the 
corporate files that detail our history. I work with The 
Foundation on projects such as the Golf Classic and 
anything else anyone at the corporate office needs.

And even after 27 years, I’m still in awe of the 
people — residents, co-workers and families — who 
make Homewood what it is.

“I was impressed with the campus and the 
friendliness of everyone I met,” she said.

In 2004, Peggy  joined Homewood in a newly-
constructed Diamond Circle cottage. She still owned 
her home on the Eastern Shore, and for several years 
drove back and forth, which worried her extended 
family at Homewood. She was the youngest on 
campus at the time, and many of the residents 
considered themselves her parents! They prayed 
fervently for travel mercies for her and even packed 
sandwiches for her trips!

Life at Homewood has held many surprises and 
blessings for Peggy.

She became friends with a wonderful man, John 
Lingenfelter, who lived in a nearby cottage, and to 
the joy of many, they were married in 2014. Both 
Peggy and John are servant-leaders and have made 
such an impact as a couple.

Peggy continues her spirit of hospitality, 
organizing monthly dinners for Diamond Circle 
residents and various Independent Living events. 
She has served on the Independent Living Residents 
Association board  as an officer and has been an 
officer on the Auxiliary Board for the past six years. 
At Christmas, she and John are busy keeping the 
tradition of helping to decorate Diamond Circle 
with lights. During the Spring they are out planting 
flowers in common areas. When our Health Care 
folks need to be transported to a service in the 
Chapel or Givler Cultural Center, Peggy and John 
are right there, pushing wheelchairs. She is active 
on our “Heroes Committee” and recently joined the 
Resident Life Enrichment Endowment Fund (RLEEF) 
Committee.

Some might be surprised by Peggy’s small, barely 
5 feet tall stature and soft-spoken manner,  but don’t 
underestimate her. She is a little dynamo. The adage, 
“Big things come in small packages,” applies to 
Peggy.  We are blessed to know her!

- Written by Debbie Pierce



•	 Every Tuesday, 10am - 2pm – Independent Living Open Houses 
•	 October 25, 5:30 p.m. – Trick or Treat at Homewood
•	 October/November – Stay tuned for announcements about future 

Roundtable and Panel Discussions

How do you capture 200 years of life 
experience in one short article? Perhaps by 

summarizing, picking highlights, and hoping for an 
opportunity for further exposition at another time. 

Homewood’s Williamsport campus is thrilled to 
be celebrating two centenarians — Mary Bean on 
August 11 and Jeanne Cox on September 12. Things 
they have in common include: both had two sons, 
they have a deep love of their families, and credit 
positive attitudes for a happy life.

“Staying active is the key to longevity,” said Mrs. 
Cox. She also shared that she wasn’t thrilled to reach 
100 saying, “I just don’t like the sound of it.”  We 
decided to simply say “99 Plus 1 and counting.”  

In a way, Mrs. Cox has come full circle. She was 
born in Laporte, PA very near Williamsport, PA, 
home of the Little League World Series, and came 
to Homewood in Williamsport, MD in 2018. The last 
home she shared with her beloved husband of 64 
years, Merle, was in Hedgesville, WV and after his 
passing it felt far too big for her. She appreciates her 
warmly decorated cottage and tries to get to the 
Community Center every day for her mail, meals, 
and socializing with friends. “There are so many nice 
people here at Homewood, residents and staff, and I 
feel very lucky to be here,” she said.

Some of the exact timing for early life events 
have now escaped her memory, but she recalls 
moving from Pennsylvania to Baltimore because 
that’s where the jobs were during the war. “I thought 
I wanted to be a hairdresser, and only realized after 
completing my schooling that it wasn’t for me,” she 
said. Merle was a machinist at Bethlehem Steel and 
Mrs. Cox worked for Westinghouse making circuit 
boards, staying until her retirement decades later. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

She was a working mother, something not all that 
common in the ’40s. 

Mrs. Cox also enjoyed crafting of all kinds and 
to this day uses a hand-tooled leather handbag she 
made. 

What Mrs. Cox is most grateful for is the love 
from her family. Sons Richard and Phillip blessed her 
with seven grandchildren, two great grands, and 
one great, great grandson. She is very close with her 
daughters-in-law, especially Richard’s widow who 
Mrs. Cox says takes especially good care of her. 

Looking back, Mrs. Cox says she’s had a real good 
life that feels like it went by in the blink of an eye. 

To Mary Bean, family also is everything. Her 
immediate family consists of sons Fred and 
Doug; their wives; four grandchildren; four great 
grandchildren; their spouses; and legions of nieces, 
nephews and cousins. It was her cousin Lois Wolford, 
now a resident of Hilltop House at the Williamsport 
campus, who introduced her to the community, and 
for a while they lived in cottages near each other.

Mrs. Bean was born at 412 E Franklin Street in 
Hagerstown and is a true Hagerstonian. She and her 
husband Arthur, whom she called Beanie, married 
in 1947 and built a sturdy little brick home about a 
block away from her childhood home. She was there 
until moving to Homewood in 2019. 

Whether it be weathering life’s difficult storms or 
managing logistics for a 100th birthday celebration, 
the Bean family motto is, “We’re gonna make it work!” 
Mrs. Bean credits that attitude to her her upbringing 

Mary Bean holding her precious memories jar. A 

drawing of a young Beanie in Ocean City is behind her.

 Jeanne Cox holding her handmade handbag.
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Each year Frederick County businesses help students start school with the 
necessary supplies that some families cannot provide. Supplies needed range 
from sturdy backpacks and composition books to loose-leaf paper, pocket 
folders, glue sticks, rulers, safety scissors, pens and pencils, highlighters, and 
erasers. Also requested are dry erase markers, earbuds, pencil sharpeners, 
crayons, and boxes of tissues.

Last year hundreds of bins full of supplies were collected and distributed 
to Frederick County school students. An estimated 90,358 items were 
collected, valued at $75,000.  

This year Homewood at Frederick’s Religious Life Committee spearheaded 
the school supply drive across the Homewood campus to benefit the Stuff 
the Bus Campaign sponsored by United Way of Frederick County. Residents 
and co-workers filled six bins with supplies. Homewood at Frederick was a 
bronze sponsor, contributing $500. An additional $1,660 was donated by 
individual residents to bring the donation grand total to $2,160.

 Future Lodge residents enjoy lunch.

  Anne Carney stands in her new kitchen.

by loving parents with strong faith in God. To this day, she 
and Cousin Lois, who grew up one block away, are members 
of a local Lutheran church and enjoy pastoral visits on a 
regular basis. 

“My life has been beautiful. My marriage was beautiful, 
my daughters-in-law are beautiful. I have been so blessed,” 
said Mary Bean. Her sons call every day just to check in and 
say, “Hi,” and a niece comes over nearly every day to help 
with chores or shopping. Life is beautiful at Homewood, as 
well, with Mrs. Bean remarking that there is no such thing as 
a stranger at Homewood. 

She met Beanie when he came to Hagerstown to work 
for Fairchild at age 18. Mrs. Bean’s career was as a secretary, 
first to a local doctor and later to a car dealer, with a short 
break to raise sons Fred and Doug. Beanie was forced to 
retire early due to health issues. He developed a love of 
cultivating roses and the references to his beloved roses are 
abundant in Mrs. Bean’s lovely cottage. 

A cherished item in Mrs. Bean’s home is a glass jar 
labeled “Our Favorite Memories with Grandmom.” In it are 
more than 100 little slips of paper with memories from the 
extended family. It was a Christmas gift during the first year 
of COVID lock-down that lifted her spirits during that lonely 
time. 

The Bean family makes “all hands on deck” visits a 
priority, and they’ve not missed celebrating Mrs. Bean’s 
birthday since their father’s passing. Everyone is planning 
to come to the area to celebrate her 100th birthday, and 
the weekend’s lovingly planned itinerary is posted on the 
refrigerator door. It is an event Mrs. Bean is eagerly awaiting. 

Reminiscing on her life and anticipating the special 
event, Mrs. Bean said, “No matter what, I know that God has 
a plan.”

To our special birthday celebrants we add: God’s plan 
indeed. Your presence at Homewood has blessed us every 
bit as much.

- Written by Rachel B.K. Nichols

Stuffing the Bus for Frederick’s Kids

 Pictured from left to right are residents Cindy Elliott, Roland Hobbs, Leslie Hobbs, Mar-

go Stevenson, Ginger Ward, and Shirley Erdmanis. Suzanne Morris, Homewood’s chap-

lain, and members of the United Way staff were also present.

In July, many of our 
Lodge depositors 

gathered to tour their 
new home. To finally be 
able to walk around the 
new expansion taking in 
the well-chosen interior 
selections within each 
apartment made everyone thrilled for the 
move in to finally be here! 

Marketing Director, Meg Cliber, 
commented on how many of the residents 
have already bonded so quickly. Three ladies 
have already made dinner reservations 
together at The View restaurant to learn 
more about each other and share their 
experiences with their upcoming move to 
Homewood. 

Families are excited too! Many times, the 
adult children come along to tour “Mom’s” 
new place. They typically say, “I want to move 
here, too!”  

We are looking forward to begin moving 
in our first Lodge expansion residents by the 
end of this year. We currently only have a few 
apartments left. If anyone is interested in 
the great value of the pre-opening Entrance 
Fee rates, we encourage you to contact the 
Marketing Office at 301-624-5291. 

Continued from previous  page

UPCOMING EVENTS

•	 October 5 - RLEEF Event: Crab Feed at The Lodge
•	 December 7 - Annual Holiday Carriage Ride event for residents and 

Passport Members



The evening of June 30 brought some 
unexpected rain clouds over the Plum Creek 

campus in Hanover. Despite the downpour, the 
rain did not dampen the rest of the beautiful night 
that showcased a huge fireworks display and a very 
special family reunion.

The day’s events, sponsored by RLEEF (Resident 
Life Enrichment Endowment Fund), included 
outdoor games such as corn hole, giant Jenga, 
pick-up sticks, outdoor bowling, pool noodle toss, 
target toss, and a dunk tank. The main feature of 
the day, the fireworks, launched off in a clear night 
sky. The fireworks were launched from the property, 
owned by Homewood, behind the villas for all to see. 
Residents in Independent Living set up lawn chairs 
and watched from their patios and balconies while 
Personal Care residents and Skilled Nursing residents 
enjoyed the show as well. 

While everyone enjoyed the fireworks immensely,  
one resident in particular had a very special evening. 
Originally supposed to celebrate her 85th birthday 

•	

HOMEWOOD AUXILIARY   
OF PLUM CREEK

The Plum Creek Auxiliary held the popular 

Summer Tea July 18 in the Windows Dining Room. 

All 180 available tickets were sold soon after the 

Tea was advertised. The menu included homemade 

assorted scones, salad, a variety of canapes and 

finger sandwiches and miniature desserts. Many 

flavors of tea were also served. There was a door 

prize for every table and a favor at each place 

setting. Members of the Tea Planning Committee 

were Ellen Lawrence, Jane Sharpe, Linda Koons, Pat 

Matthews and Megan Schuman, the Auxiliary Staff 

Liaison. A very special quilt made by The Plum Creek 

Quilters was raffled off earning $500! The Auxiliary is 

planning its Annual Harvest Social for September as 

our 2024 Membership kick-off event. 

party in April, Nancy McElwain was thrilled to host 
her whole family at her home at Plum Creek on 
June 30 instead, so that they could also enjoy the 
fireworks display. 

“When my 85th birthday party was cancelled in 
April, I emailed my granddaughter, Krista in Virginia, 
who had been ‘the organizer’ and said, ‘Don’t worry 
Kris, something even better is on the way!’”

And Nancy wasn’t kidding. Her belated birthday 
party brought her entire family, 14 adults and two 
toddlers to celebrate with her and her husband, Gary. 

 Tickets for the quilt raffle raised $500 for the Auxiliary.

UPCOMING EVENTS
•	 September 28 - Trip to Antietam 

Battlefield
•	 October 3 - Trip to Mt. Airy Orchard
•	 October 4 - Breakfast Bunch trip to 

Lyndon Diner, York, PA
•	 October 18, 7 p.m. - First Capital 

Brass; Omni Auditorium
•	 October 10, 6:30 p.m. - Luau Party; 

Omni Auditorium


 The M

cElw
ain Fam

ily

The night was 
even more special 
as it was the first 
time in many years 
that her two sons and their families were able to get 
together — some of whom had never met before!

The fireworks show lasted approximately 25 
minutes with a minute-long finale. As the last boom 
faded, cheers from the residents and their families 
could be heard echoing across the campus.



Senior Prom came to Martinsburg. Residents, guests 
and potential residents had the opportunity to put on 

their dancing shoes and enjoy the time-honored rite of high 
school passage.

“Ada and I had never been to Prom. I bought Ada a corsage 
and here we are in our 90s attending a Prom!” said resident 
Harry Spaeth. “It was great!”

Staff from the activities and marketing departments 
organized the event. Chef Wes prepared a delicious dinner.

After dinner the dancing started with music provided by a 
DJ. Wellness Director Nicole Estep taught some of the residents 
a synchronized dance for everyone’s entertainment.

 John and Audrey Bonebreak were voted Prom King and 
Queen.

With everyone dressed in their finest and flowers in the 
ladies’ hair, a photo booth and a balloon arch were set up for 
pictures to mark the event. Everyone had a wonderful evening.

Prom ’23 was such a big success, plans are in the works to 
make this an annual event.

UPCOMING EVENTS
•	 September 14, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. - 

Harvest Tour of Cottages
•	 September 19, 2 p.m. - RLEEF 

Event: Rosie the Riveter History 
Alive

•	 October 5 & 6, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. - 
Fall Bazaar

HOMEWOOD AUXILIARY
OF MARTINSBURG

It has been a hot and wet summer, but the weather 

has not dampened our Auxiliary’s efforts in fulfilling 

our mission:  That is to fundraise to purchase items that 

enhance the lives of our residents.

First the fundraising:  Once again our Garage Sale 

Committee has held another $10,000 yard sale event 

in July.  Thanks to all the volunteers that organize and 

display the thousands of items donated, and thanks 

also to the residents and families that donated. 

In July we also held another Hoss’s fundraiser.  

We sold Hoss’s & Marzoni’s Gift Cards and held a 

Community Night at the Duncansville Hoss’s.  We had 

a great response from our campus. In August we sold 

Marianna Hoagies, a favorite with residents and staff. 

And on October 17, we will host a “Traditions Day” 

where we will receive a percentage of sales from this 

popular Martinsburg restaurant and store.

Our annual Fall Auxiliary meeting will be 

September 15 in the Givler Cultural Center. Membership 

information will be distributed to our Auxiliary 

Representatives.

Our popular Fall Bazaar is set for October 5 - 6, 

where more than 30 craft vendors will display their 

wares for sale, along with a garage sale and used book 

sale.  The star of the show is always our delicious food 

including homemade soups by Chef Wes. 

 IL residents Jim and Lois Edwards, left, and Jean 

and Ben Kensinger, right, with IL prospect Elizabeth 

Richards and her guest, center.

 IL residents Bobbie and Tom FishburnDinner and danc-

ing highlighted the 

evening.


Prom

 refreshm
ents



On July 10, there was a full house at Spring 
House Estates for the monthly Dinner and 

Music night when poodle skirts and bobbie socks 
were the uniform. That’s because the theme for the 
evening’s entertainment was a Sock Hop.

Sock hops were held as early as 1944 by 
the American Junior Red Cross to raise funds 
during World War II. They then became a fad 
among American teenagers in 1948. Sock hops 
were commonly held at high schools and other 
educational institutions, often in the school 
gymnasium or cafeteria. The term came about 
because dancers were required to remove their hard-
soled shoes to protect the varnished floor of the 
gymnasium.

At Spring House, residents and staff dressed in 
poodle skirts, “Pink Ladies” jackets, neck scarves, 
polka dots, nostalgic varsity sweaters and cat-eyed 
glasses.

UPCOMING EVENTS
•	 September 7, 1 p.m. – 

Dementia Support Group
•	 September 11, 1 p.m. – Grief 

Support Group
•	 September 11, 4:30 p.m. – 

Dinner & Music
•	 September 19 – RLEEF Event: 

Rosie the Riveter History Alive
•	 October, Date to be 

Determined – Scenic trip to 
The Dream Restaurant

•	 October 9, 4:30 p.m. – Dinner 
& Music

•	 October 12, 1 p.m. – 
Dementia Support Group

•	 October 28 – Homewood 
Helpers Super Bingo!

•	 November 29 – RLEEF Trip 
to Sight & Sound Theatre - 
Miracle of Christmas

Decorations of 1950s diners, vinyl records, Elvis, 
and the famous Chevy Bel Air took the Spring House 
Café back in time.

The dietary staff served baskets of cheeseburger 
sliders, French fries, onion rings, and of course milk 
shakes (complete with whipped cream and a cherry).

As the night went on more and more people hit 
the dance floor.  Music by Elvis, the Everly Brothers, 

HOMEWOOD HELPERS

The Homewood Helpers have taken a small break 

during the summer months, however we continue to 

plan events for the end of 2023.  Weather blinds on 

the picnic pavilion have been installed to utilize the 

pavilion in cooler or less favorable weather conditions.  

This project was made possible by several fundraising 

efforts including a Thirty-One Bingo, yard sales, and 

sandwich fundraisers to name a few.

 Taylor Bowman, Chrissy 
Blackstone and Julie Smith
Getting into the spirit of the 
evening

Buddy Holly and Ray Charles had everyone dancing 
in the aisles as well as in their seats. 

Residents raved about the evening for days.  
The socialization, good times, and overall uplifting 
evening was good for the souls of all who attended.  

The monthly Dinner and Music event is open 
to the public and is held the second Monday 
of each month at 4:30 p.m. Check out Spring 
House’s website for upcoming events and RSVP 
homewoodspringhouseestates.com. 

 Dancin’ to the 
sounds of the ’50s
 Taleshia Jackson 
with The King
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